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Finger Lakes Wine Business Coalition Attended
Mayor de Blasio’s Public Hearing to Oppose Transporting
NYC Garbage To Finger Lakes Wine Country
Concerned upstate citizens launch ‘Don’t Trash the Finger Lakes!’ campaign
targeting Mayor de Blasio in response to the proposed $3.3 billion, 20 year deal
Finger Lakes winemaker, who supplied Pope Francis with sacramental wine
during recent visit to NY, debuted a new wine label called "No Trash! de
Blasio Blush"
Finger Lakes Wine Business Coalition (
www.flxwbc.com
) cofounder and winemaker of Eagle
Crest Vineyards and ONehDa Vineyard Will Ouweleen, Waterloo Container Company and
Concerned Citizens of Seneca County’s attorney Douglas H. Zamelis, and Seneca Lake advocate
and renowned author Sandra Steingraber testified at the Department of Sanitation public hearing
in New York City on the morning of Thursday, October 15th. They voiced opposition to the
proposed contract to transport and dump a large amount of NYC’s solid waste in the Finger
Lakes region to Progressive Waste Solutions' (IESI NY Corporation) Seneca Meadows Landfill
in Waterloo, NY.
The twentyyear, $3.3 billion deal would transport NYC garbage by rail and trucks to Waterloo,
New York. This is just 4 miles away from the famed birthplace of the women’s suffragette
movement in Seneca Falls, NY and in the heart of the over $4 billion a year Finger Lakes Wine
Country.
“I left harvesting my grapes in the peak of our season to travel to New York City to tell Mayor
de Blasio and the NYC Department of Sanitation not to trash the over $4 billion a year wine and
tourism industry in the heart of upstate New York,” said 
Will Ouweleen on behalf of the
Finger Lakes Wine Business Coalition
. “Mayor de Blasio needs to show some respect for the
hardworking people of upstate New York. We don't want NYC trashing the worldclass wine and
tourism industry that we have built with our blood, sweat and tears. New York City and Mayor
de Blasio would be foolish to proceed with this proposal because it would only worsen the
upstatedownstate divide.”
Mr. Ouweleen debuted a new wine label called “No Trash! de Blasio Blush” as part of the new
awarenessraising ‘Don’t Trash the Finger Lakes!’ campaign at the NYC Department of
Sanitation public hearing. Mr. Ouweleen’s ONehDa Vineyard supplied the ONehDa
Authentic Sacramental Wine and premium Finger Lakes Vinifera wines for use by Pope Francis
during his twoday visit to New York City on September 24th and 25th. ONehDa Vineyard is
1

America's oldest dedicated sacramental winery, founded by the first Bishop of Rochester, NY
Bernard J. McQuaid in 1872.
Douglas H. Zamelis, Esq., environmental attorney, said on behalf of the Waterloo
Container Company
, that supplies many of the local wineries with their glass bottles and other
supplies and services, and 
the Concerned Citizens of Seneca County, Inc., 
an environmental
citizens group, "We testified today to put New York City and Mayor de Blasio on notice that the
people of the Finger Lakes will aggressively fight this illconceived proposal. There are major
flaws in this attempt to dump NYC’s trash in upstate New York. First off, while the proposed
contract is for twenty years, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation records
indicate that the company only has a permit through 2017 and according to Seneca Meadows
they only have capacity to accept waste until 2023. Any permit renewal for the Seneca Meadows
dump will have to get the approval of the NYS DEC. Secondly, Seneca Meadows doesn't
currently have a way to get trash from a train to the dump in any significant quantities. In the
past any attempt to expand the dump has been met with aggressive local opposition and any
future attempt will meet with a firestorm of public opposition."
Also in attendance was 
Sandra Steingraber, biologist, author, Distinguished Scholar in
Residence at Ithaca College and Seneca Lake advocate
. She noted the fact that there has been
no scientific evaluation of how this landfill would impact the public health and safety of Finger
Lakes residents. She stated how there needs to be a public hearing in the Finger Lakes region for
this large scale 20 year proposal that will impact the lives of so many upstate New Yorkers. She
also noted the mobilization and 400 arrests of residents to defend Seneca Lake from gas storage
and said that the spirit of resisting any project that will threaten the health, economy and
environment will be met with public outcry and opposition, "The people of the Finger Lakes
need an opportunity to voice their concerns about this proposal. We do not want New York
City's garbage in a landfill in the watershed of Seneca Lake where we have not only a
worldclass wine tourism destination but 100,000 people who get their drinking water from this
pristine lake."
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Photo caption from left to right: Sandra Steingraber, Will Ouweleen and Douglas H. Zamelis,
Esq.
Background:
The Finger Lakes Wine Business Coalition (FLXWBC) is a member organization open to all
wineries, vineyards, food producers and creatives in Finger Lakes Wine Country. The mission of
the FLXWBC is to lead upstate economic development through winedriven agritourism and
sustainable business practices, unifying wineries, vineyards, local food producers and creatives
who are the stewards of Finger Lakes Wine Country. 
www.flxwbc.com
Last year’s
report on the state’s grape and wine industry

showed that it contributes $4.8 billion to
the New York State economy every year, supporting the equivalent of 25,000 fulltime jobs,
paying over $408 million in taxes, and generating over 5.2 million winerelated tourism visits.
The Finger Lakes region, in particular, has gained increasing prominence as home to worldclass
wines, with many wineries earning awards in national and international competitions.
The region

has become so widely known for its winemaking that vintners from outside of the area have
begun to invest in the area as well.
The
Finger Lakes is also considered a worldclass tourism destination, with Shermans Travel

naming it the #1 Lake Vacation in
the world in 2013.
3

Notice of Public Hearing and proposed contract between NYC Department
of Sanitation and Progressive Waste Solutions (IESI NY Corporation) that
owns and operates the Seneca Meadows Landfill in Waterloo, NY
:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Contract Public Hearing will be held on Thursday,
October 15, 2015, at 22 Reade Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Borough of
Manhattan, commencing at 10:00 AM on the following:
IN THE MATTER of a proposed contract between the Department of Sanitation and
IESI NY Corporation, 99 Wood Avenue, Suite 1001, Iselin, New Jersey 08830, for
Transport and Disposal of Containerized Waste from Hamilton Avenue and Southwest
Brooklyn Marine Transfer Stations. The term of the contract shall be 20 years from the
Notice to Proceed for service, in an amount not to exceed $3,310,000,000, with two
five-year renewal options. PIN #: 82715SW00007, E-PIN #: 82715P0003.
The proposed contractor has been selected by Competitive Sealed Proposal method,
pursuant to Section 3-03 of the Procurement Policy Board Rules.
A draft copy of the contract terms is available for public inspection at the Department of
Sanitation’s Contract Division, 44 Beaver Street, 2nd Floor, Room 203, New York, NY
10004, Monday to Friday, from October 6, 2015 to October 15, 2015, excluding
Holidays, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
###
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